
 

Extreme Networks Demonstrates Data Center Bridging for FCoE-Based Storage at Industry 
Plugfest

Lossless Ethernet Standards Enable Convergence of Data and Storage over Ethernet Networks

SANTA CLARA, Calif., May 25, 2011 /PRNewswire/ -- Extreme Networks, Inc., (Nasdaq: EXTR) today announced product 
support for Fibre Channel over Ethernet (FCoE) protocols in multi-vendor environments. The company recently launched its 
Extreme Networks "Open Fabric" data center solutions providing increased scale, virtualization, and automation to maximize 
performance and efficiency. 

Furthering its goals, Extreme Networks has completed testing in conjunction with the Fibre Channel Industry Association (FCIA) 
FCoE Plugfest, held at the University of New Hampshire Interoperability Lab (UNH-IOL) this month. UNH-IOL is an independent 
provider of broad-based testing and standards conformance services for the networking industry.  

This Plugfest focused on end-to-end tests that included FCoE with multiple FCFs (Fibre Channel Forwarders), Extreme 
Networks and other vendors Data Center Bridging (DCB) Ethernet switches and high availability configurations.  The Plugfest 
provided an environment where leading Fibre Channel and Ethernet vendors came together to work in partnership on their 
respective FCoE products to ensure both interoperability and configurability between vendors. A total of 14 companies 
participated in the testing. 

"Broad vendor interoperability testing and acceptance of emerging storage network technologies such as FCoE are critical to 
the wide scale adoption of converged storage networks," said David Ginsburg, sr. vice president of strategic marketing for 
Extreme Networks. "The successful testing of both FCoE and iSCSI with Extreme Networks DCB Ethernet switches in recent 
months at UNH IOL helps validate our Open Fabric approach." 

The IEEE and UNH-IOL have contributed to the development of standards-based protocols to improve the overall performance 
of data and storage over Ethernet networks. At the heart of Extreme Networks architecture and networking product line is the 
capability to provide lossless, high performance storage networking over multi-vendor Ethernet architectures, including iSCSI 
and FCoE, as opposed to proprietary network implementations.

Extreme Networks, as a participating member of the Plugfest, has incorporated DCB, including DCBX and FIP snooping into 
existing BlackDiamond® and Summit® switching products to enhance investment protection for customers. These products 
enable customers to build networks that will work in a multi-vendor environment and allow users to add DCB functionality over 
time — without the need to rip and replace existing infrastructure.  

About Extreme Networks, Inc.

Extreme Networks delivers networks for the mobile world. The company's open network solutions enable a quality user 
experience, providing a platform for improved business agility. From the converged mobile edge of enterprises to virtualized 
clouds, and from data centers to global carrier networks that backhaul mobile traffic, Extreme Networks' extensible services 
architecture helps set a foundation for mobility, user awareness and faster performance to empower people and machines to 
connect and move seamlessly. Extreme Networks is headquartered in Santa Clara, California, with offices in more than 50 
countries worldwide. For more information, visit: www.extremenetworks.com  

Extreme Networks, the Extreme Networks logo, BlackDiamond and Summit are either trademarks or registered trademarks of 
Extreme Networks, Inc. in the United States and other countries. All other names are the property of their respective owners.

Except for the historical information contained herein, the matters set forth in this press release, including without limitation 
statements as to features and benefits of Extreme Networks products, are forward-looking statements within the meaning of the 
"safe harbor" provisions of the Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995. These forward-looking statements speak only 
as of the date. Because such statements deal with future events, they are subject to risks and uncertainties, including network 
design and actual results of use of the product in different environments. We undertake no obligation to update the forward-
looking information in this release. Other important factors which could cause actual results to differ materially are contained in 
the Company's 10-Qs and 10-Ks which are on file with the Securities and Exchange Commission. http://www.sec.gov 
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