
 

Extreme Networks Introduces Open Fabric Data Center Architecture for Cloud-Scale 
Networks

Product Family Offers Market-Leading Capacity of 20 Terabits in a 1/3 Rack, With Support of Virtualization, 
OpenFlow and Storage Convergence

LAS VEGAS, NV -- (MARKET WIRE) -- 05/10/11 -- - INTEROP - Extreme Networks, Inc. (NASDAQ: EXTR) today announced the 
Extreme Networks Open Fabric data center solutions, a portfolio of Cloud-scale data center switches that allow organizations to 
more cost-effectively build highly scalable, mobile and virtualized networks featuring market leading performance, low latency 
and energy efficiency. Extreme Networks Open Fabric data center solutions leverage standards-based technologies preserving 
existing investments while bringing new innovations that drive Cloud-scale networks.  

The Extreme Networks Open Fabric data center solution leverages the ExtremeXOS® operating system end-to-end and 
emphasizes wire-speed switching of Virtual Machines (VMs), intelligence to automate VM mobility through XNV, standards-
based, non-blocking high density 10Gbs server connectivity and non-blocking high density 40Gbs fabric interconnect with 
multi-path forwarding that is also designed to evolve for 100GbE. 

The Extreme Networks Open Fabric data center architecture incorporates standards-based OpenFlow technology to simplify 
network provisioning and supports Data Center Bridging (DCB) to provide consolidation of LAN and storage fabrics in the data 
center, including iSCSI and FCoE. Extreme Networks products will be on display at Interop Las Vegas, booth #2051, May 10- 
12, at the Mandalay Bay Convention Center. 

Extreme Networks Open Fabric Data Center Solution: 

● BlackDiamond® X8 modular chassis, the market's first 20 Terabit chassis featuring up to 768 non-blocking 10GbE ports 

or 192 non-blocking 40GbE ports in 1/3rd rack or 14.5 RU and is designed to evolve to support 100GbE.  

● Summit® X670 Top-of-Rack switches with up to 64 ports of wire speed 10 GbE or 48 ports of wire speed 10GbE with 
modular four ports of wire speed 40GbE uplinks. 

● BlackDiamond 8900 high density, 6x40 GbE blades. 

"Tomorrow's network is defined by intelligent switching platforms with the highest capacity, improved energy efficiency and very 
low latencies," said Phil Butcher, Head of IT for the Wellcome Trust Sanger Institute, based in Cambridge, UK. "As our work at 
Sanger continues to push the envelope of scientific research, we need innovations that allow for smooth virtualization, and 
much greater connectivity per server rack with a seamless Gigabit to 10 Gigabit server transition." 

"The Extreme Networks Open Fabric data center solution demonstrates our continued innovation in the data center market," 
said Shehzad Merchant of Extreme Networks. "As the Cloud ramps in its adoption and services, and as applications and Virtual 
Machines become more mobile and dynamic, so do the requirements for greatly improved performance and control from the 
network." 

BlackDiamond X8 Chassis for Cloud-Scale Performance: 
The BlackDiamond X8 offers industry breakthroughs with market leading 20 Terabit switching capacity, 1.28Tbps bandwidth 
per slot, performance of 11.4 Billion packets per second (Bpps), and switching up to 128,000 VMs at wire speed that is 
designed to evolve to 100 GbE. The modular switch combines industry-leading density in a 1/3 rack, support for virtualization, 
and impressive energy efficiency at 5 watts per 10GbE port. 

The BlackDiamond X8's low latency of less than 3 micro-seconds and support of N+1 grid redundancy further scale data center 
build outs. The BlackDiamond X8, equipped with redundant power, redundant management, redundant fabrics, and populated 
for 768 10GbE interfaces, has list pricing of $1,000 per 10GbE port and $4,000 per 40GbE port, and is expected to begin 
customer trials in October 2011. 

Summit X670 Shines at the Top of Rack: 
The Summit X670 series switches are purpose-built, Top-of-Rack (TOR) switches designed to support the cost-effective 
migration to scalable and energy efficient networks featuring 10 Gigabit Ethernet-attached servers addressing enterprise and 
cloud data centers. The Summit X670 helps optimize server deployments with its optional, future-proofing 4x40 GbE uplink 
support and support from existing 1GbE servers to 10 GbE servers. 

http://ctt.marketwire.com/?release=754158&id=310984&type=1&url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.extremenetworks.com%2fsolutions%2fdatacenter.aspx
http://ctt.marketwire.com/?release=754158&id=310987&type=1&url=http%3a%2f%2finvestor.extremenetworks.com%2freleasedetail.cfm%3fReleaseID%3d573920
http://ctt.marketwire.com/?release=754158&id=310990&type=1&url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.extremenetworks.com%2fblog%2f%3fauthor%3d7


Extreme Networks has performed compatibility testing on the Summit X70 switches with a number of 10GbE adapters, including 
the Intel Server Adapter X520. The Summit X670 switch is being demonstrated at Interop, connecting to servers equipped with 
the Intel Ethernet Server Adapter X520. 

"Changes in the data center market, including virtualization, the adoption of unified networking and Cloud computing, combined 
with increased server computational density enabled by multi-core Intel Xeon processors, is driving the need for dense 10 GbE 
connectivity," said Steve Schultz, director of product marketing for Intel's LAN Access Division. "With its low power 
requirements, high performance, and support for LAN and SAN traffic, the Intel Ethernet Server Adapter X520 is an excellent 
complement for 10 Gigabit switches such as these new products from Extreme Networks." 

Extreme Networks Summit X670 switches offer up to 64 ports of high density 10 GbE in 1RU and support up to 448 10 GbE 
ports in an 8-unit virtual chassis using the SummitStack-V160, delivering up to 160 Gbps stacking bandwidth with distributed 
forwarding. Extreme Networks Summit X670 TOR switches also offer sub micro-second latency. The Summit X670 switches are 
expected to be available for shipment in July 2011, with list pricing starting at U.S. $14,995. 

"A sweet spot of the Cloud and data center transition will be the migration of virtualized servers from 1GbE to 10GbE, where 
much denser and highly efficient network architectures are required," said Jon Oltsik, principal analyst for the Enterprise 
Strategy Group. "With the Extreme Networks Open Fabric, featuring the BlackDiamond X8 and Summit X670 switches, Extreme 
Networks offers solutions that shift performance dynamics to a whole new level while also addressing what will be a very 
common need." 

About Extreme Networks, Inc.
Extreme Networks delivers networks for the mobile world. The company's open network solutions enable a quality user 
experience, providing a platform for improved business agility. From the converged mobile edge of enterprises to virtualized 
clouds, and from data centers to global carrier networks that backhaul mobile traffic, Extreme Networks' extensible services 
architecture helps set a foundation for mobility, user awareness and faster performance to empower people and machines to 
connect and move seamlessly. Extreme Networks is headquartered in Santa Clara, California, with offices in more than 50 
countries worldwide. For more information, visit: www.extremenetworks.com  

Extreme Networks, the Extreme Networks logo, Summit, BlackDiamond and ExtremeXOS are either trademarks or registered 
trademarks of Extreme Networks, Inc. in the United States and other countries. All other names are the property of their 
respective owners. 

Except for the historical information contained herein, the matters set forth in this press release, including without limitation 
statements as to features and benefits of Extreme Networks products are forward-looking statements within the meaning of the 
"safe harbor" provisions of the Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995. These forward-looking statements speak only 
as of the date. Because such statements deal with future events, they are subject to risks and uncertainties, including network 
design and actual results of use of the product in different environments. We undertake no obligation to update the forward-
looking information in this release. Other important factors which could cause actual results to differ materially are contained in 
the Company's 10-Qs and 10-Ks which are on file with the Securities and Exchange Commission. http://www.sec.gov.  
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